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fa-aly placed regu'arly. The Dutch 
i^stal, or silver Uat, iriiiy be fasteii- 
td to tjie paper wi;li gimi, or paste 
Rjafje over tlie fire willi flour and 
water, and the blotting pujier should 
be paiteti together, tlouoie, before 
tiie kaf is put on. 

A rod of this kind of five hundred 
pairs of plates, five eighths of an inch. 
'H diameter, attracted a small 
piece of Duloh metal up to the hall at 
tue zinc pole, and adiieied to il. 

A very light ivory needle, turning 
on a point like a magnetic needle, 
was attracted by the rod when the 
fijiger, or a key, was paced near 
imt end of the nei»dle, and ihe ball 
near the same end at the opposite 
side. 

A coated jar bad a slight charge 
given to it by one of these electric 
rods. 

With three rods combined, a small 
brass ball, suspended by silk between 
two bells, vibrated between them 
and caused them to ring. 

Five rods, each of jOO series, 
kept two small bells ringing for 
more than four hours; the oells were 
suppQited on glass pillars. '1 he ring- 
ing sometimes stopped a while, and 
then went on again. 

Ihree rods, of 500 series, insu- 
J;<i(nl in a box, from which wires 
were made to communicate with 
two beils, kept tbeji ringing from 
i He»day the 27th of February 1810, 
to March tiie 11th, and Mr.'Forster 



thinks that it may be possible so to 
adjust the weight of tl)e clapper ot 
the bell to the power of the rods, 
and to guard them so well from 
damp (which appears to him to be 
the chief cause of their ceasing to 
act) that the belts may continue to 
rifig for several t/ears without inter- 
mission, so as to appear to those 
who do not consider the subject 
pijilosophicaily to be a perpetual 
motion. 

Mr. Forste' noade one of these 
columns (of 500 series, each about 
a quarter of an inch in diameter) 
so as to resemide a snake or eel, 
ptitting at the zinc end a piece of 
cork, cut so as to resemble the head, 
and another piece formed like the 
tail, at the other end. 'ITie string 
which connected the plates, was 
wound round a- pin in the movtth to 
keep it fast, and it was used 
u-itiiout a glass tube. '1 his apparatus 
njay be called an artificial electric 
eel, or gymnotus electricus. 'I'hiseel 
acts vcr^ powerfully on electrometers. 
The power seems to vary in it much 
more than that of the columns in the 
tubes : but provided the outside of 
these tubes be dry, Mr Forster does 
not know that tiie strength of their 
electric power changes. 

The rods when combined were 
placed on insulated stands. Mr. 
Forster performed several other ex- 
periments, bi.t those recited, exhibit 
most the power of the apparatus. 
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WHEN the WalchcTfn expeditioh 
sailed Mm England, men of 
observation, judging from the past, 
anticipated the faitOre, v^luch lias since 
so distressingly occurred. Atfected 
vigour, and real imbecility cluirac- 
terized the movemeuU ot adminis- 
tration. Instead of judicious arrauge- 
tneots to overcome diflfcuttics, in 
ipiitation of the energy of our mighty 
Opponent, but without possessing liis 
strength of judgment, and to hide 
tlie weakness of their cOunsets by 
the artifice of the ass clothed iii the 
skin of the lion, they despised the 
obstructions which lay in tJietr way, 
aud rushed rashly forward^ even cmi- 
trary to the advice of the military 
and Dsvai officers, with wliow tiMjr 



consulted. As might easily have been 
foreseen, they failed, and probably 
an expe<lition- to any other point 
would have iieen equally unsucccss. 
ful, at least - under such nianage- 
ment ; and even if the Opposition had 
succeeded in geiiing into their places, 
ahd had uhdt?iiaken the expedition 
which so'nie of tliem in their blame 
of ministry have siiKe recommended 
in pteference, to the north of- Get' 
many, or the peninsula of Spain and 
Portugal, fte result most probably 
would uot have been materially dif- 
ferent. We Jcnow what has happen- 
ed, but who can calculate the di3« 
asters likely to arise Irom directing 
the system of Continental warfare to 
auother ^wiat f It has hitherto emi- 



